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Welcome to the Isabella Stewart
Gardner Museum!

You are about to experience a museum that is unlike
any other. The magical creation of one woman’s vision,
the Gardner invites you to delight in beauty and let
your imagination wander.

In keeping with Isabella’s desire to celebrate art in
all its forms, today the Museum is home to
contemporary and historical exhibitions, lectures,
music, dance, and performance programs; an Artist-
in-Residence program; neighborhood partnerships;

and changing Courtyard displays.

The Museum embodies the adventurous spirit of its
founder as a patron of the arts and a gracious hostess.
Her personal motto, “C’est mon Plaisir” or “It’s my
Pleasure,” is a reminder of the joy Isabella took in
welcoming visitors to her Museum, as well as an
invitation to make the Museum your own.

The Gardner is an inclusive museum that welcomes all
people. All visitors and staff have the right to a safe,
respectful experience at the Museum. Discrimination
or harassment will not be tolerated in any form.

Who Was Isabella Stewart Gardner?

Isabella Stewart (1840-1924) was born

in New York City and married Bostonian
John (“Jack”) Lowell Gardner Jr.in 1860.
The Gardners’ wide travels inspired a
passion for art, which became a passion for
collecting when Isabella’s father left her his
fortune in 1891. Advised by friends and
Bernard Berenson, a connoisseur of Italian
Renaissance art, Isabella soon accumulated
aremarkable collection and began
planning for a building in which to house
it. After Jack Gardner died in 1898,
Isabella continued the project, buying land
in the little-developed Fenway. She hired
an architect, but with characteristic energy
and confidence, Isabella insisted that the
building be constructed to her own
specifications. Fenway Court, as she called
her museum, opened in 1903.
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MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR VISIT WITH OUR MANY RESOURCES

The historic building or “Palace,” as it is known, is the building that Isabella
Stewart Gardner designed and installed her collection. When she opened
the Museum in 1903, she decided not to label objects, and this is a choice
that continues today. As you make your way around the Museum, there are
many resources to assist in your exploration. Each gallery or room is
numbered. Information including room overviews, object stories, audio
guides, maps, and more, may be accessed on our website at
ISGM.ORG/RESOURCES using your personal mobile device.

Another way to access the room guides in each space is to look for the gallery
sign and scan the QR code using your phone’s camera. Hold your phone
camera up to the QR code. Tap the rollover on the screen to be directed to
the room guide page on our website.

LISTEN TO MUSEUM STORIES

Visit ISGM.ORG/AUDIOGUIDE to hear curators and artists share stories
about Isabella and her vision, introduce you to highlights of the collection,
and point out some of their favorite works of art. If you use audio in the
galleries, please use earbuds.

On the First floor of the Palace, we recommend starting with STOP 100:
Introduction to Isabella.

VISIT THE LIVING ROOM

Relax and explore in the Living Room, inspired by Artist-in-Residence
Lee Mingwei’s project, The Living Room. In this domestic-feeling space,
you'll find resources about Isabella, her collection, and more.
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