
 

 

Gardner Museum Presents A Week of Free Hour-Long Classical Concerts  
New Music Afternoons to feature contemporary classical works performed by students in 

 New England Conservatory’s Summer Institute for Contemporary Performance Practice (SICPP) 

June 16th through 19th, 1:00-2:00 PM | FREE with Museum Admission 

 
BOSTON, JUNE 8, 2009 – The Sunday Concert Series may be on hiatus until September, but the music continues at the 
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum!   
 
For four days, from Tuesday, June 16th through Friday, June 19th, the museum hosts a special week of New Music 
Afternoons: free hour-long performances by students in New England Conservatory’s Summer Institute for 
Contemporary Performance Practice (SICPP). These informal concerts, held from 1-2pm each day, will feature varied 
programs of classical works from the 20th and 21st centuries, performed by some of today’s most promising musicians.  
 
New Music Afternoons are free with museum admission; no tickets are required. Audience members are encouraged to 
drop in for as much of the concert as they’d like. Seating begins at 12:45pm. Additional information about museum 
events, including lectures, is available online at www.gardnermuseum.org. 
 
Until the Sunday Concert Series resumes on September 13, 2009, music lovers can enjoy performances at the museum as 
part of Gardner After Hours events on June 18th (Berklee Middle Eastern Fusion Ensemble), July 16th, and August 20th; 
as well as at free Neighborhood Nights celebrations on July 9th, 23rd, and August 6th.  
 
New Music Afternoons are hosted by the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in partnership with New England 
Conservatory and Stephen Drury, Artistic Director of SICPP. 
 
SUMMER INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY PERFORMANCE PRACTICE (SICPP) 
The 13th annual New England Conservatory Summer Institute for Contemporary Performance Practice (SICPP), held 
from July 15-20, 2009, focuses on music by British composer Jonathan Harvey during its week of intensive 
performances, masterclasses, coachings, and colloquia.  Under the direction of NEC faculty pianist Stephen Drury, 
SICPP welcomes Harvey as Composer-in-Residence along with guest performing artist Aki Takahashi.   
 
A course for advanced pianists, percussionists, instrumentalists and composers that requires registration through the NEC 
Summer School, SICPP presents its public face at six evening concerts, which are free and open to all music lovers.  The 
performances are highlighted by music of the composer-in-residence and other selections that create a fascinating and 
insightful context. Activities culminate in the SICPP Iditarod, on Saturday, June 20, when performances by SICCP 
students begin at 4 p.m. and continue until 10 (or as long as it takes). Repertory for that marathon will include works of 
Harvey, Rzewski, Feldman, Hyla, Stockhausen, Cage, Finnissy, Hosokawa, Reich, and 2009 SICPP Composition 
Fellows.  
 
 



ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSEUM  
280 The Fenway  Boston MA 02115  617 566 1401  www.gardnermuseum.org • Green Line E train or #39 bus to Museum •  Hours: Tue.–
Sun., 11 am–4:45 pm •  Tickets: $12 adults; $10 seniors; $5 students; FREE members, children 18 & under and all named “Isabella” 
Modeled after a 15th-century Venetian palazzo surrounding an interior courtyard garden, the century-old Gardner 
Museum houses one of the most remarkable art collections in the world, featuring works by Rembrandt, Michelangelo, 
Raphael, Degas and Sargent. Changing exhibitions, the oldest museum music program in the country, evening events, 
and seasonal courtyard garden displays enrich the collection. 
 

#### 
MEDIA CONTACTS:  
Brittany Duncan Publicist p 617 278 5106 bduncan@isgm.org • Katherine Armstrong PR Director p 617 278 5107 karmstrong@isgm.org 
 
 
EDITORS’ NOTE: Gardner Museum Music Director Scott Nickrenz and SICPP Artistic Director Stephen Drury are available for interviews.  
 


