| sabella Stewart Gardner M useum appoints
A Far Cry as newest chamber orchestrain residence

Innovative Jamaica Plain-based string ensemble debuts at the Gardner’ s holiday celebration on
December 5™; introduces an educational partnership with the museum in spring 2010; and presents
four concerts as part of the 2010-11 Sunday Concert Series

DEBUT PERFORMANCE: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2009 AS PART OF ARTFUL HOLIDAYSAT THE GARDNER
EDUCATION OUTREACH PROGRAM: SPRING 2010, ONGOING
SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES PERFORMANCES: 2010-2011 SEASON (4 PROGRAMS)

BosToN, NOVEMBER 30, 2009 — The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, home to the country’ s oldest museum music
program, now in its 83" season, has named local string orchestraA Far Cry its newest chamber orchestra in residence.
The Jamaica Plain-based ensemble will present itsintroductory concert in the Gardner’s Tapestry Room on Saturday,
December 5" as part of the museum’s annual Artful Holidays at the Gardner evening event in celebration of the
season.

In becoming part of the Gardner’s music program, A Far Cry joins other notable ensembles, including the Borromeo
String Quartet, that have developed an ongoing residency relationship with the museum.

“We are delighted to welcome A Far Cry to the Gardner Museum as our newest chamber orchestrain residence,” says
Scott Nickrenz, the Gardner’s Curator of Music, who celebrates 20 years at the museum this season. “ The group’s
bold, eclectic programming reflects Isabella Gardner’ s adventurous spirit, and their strong vision for what a musical
ensemble can be—combined with their dynamic musicianship—will captivate Gardner audiences.”

“|sabella Gardner was a devoted supporter of emerging artists, and was committed to engaging the broader community
with the arts,” says Anne Hawley, Norma Jean Calderwood Director of the Gardner Museum. “A Far Cry’s collective
passion for music, the arts, and education is a perfect complement to Gardner’s legacy and the museum’ s integrated
approach to arts education and appreciation.”



Sinceitsinception in 2007, A Far Cry has been pushing musical boundaries in Boston, quickly establishing a
reputation for its unconventional and diverse repertoire—ranging from early music to jazz, folk, and newly-
commissioned works—and its unique, collaborative organizational structure. The ensemble is self-conducted, with
revolving artistic leadership and a membership of seventeen string musicians who collectively manage all facets of the
organization, from programming to marketing. The ensemble is dedicated to education and community, regularly
holding workshops and performing at local schools in addition to an ongoing partnership with New England
Conservatory.

DEBUT PERFORMANCE *ARTFUL HOL IDAYSEVENING EVENT  DECEMBER 5, 7:45PMm

A Far Cry’s debut concert at the museum on December 5" features a festive mix of music from the modern,
Renaissance, and Baroque periods, including Grieg's Holberg Suite, Purcell’s Fantasia, and Holst's &. Paul Suite,
among other works. The performance is a highlight of Artful Holidays at the Gardner, the Gardner’s annual holiday
evening celebration, featuring jubilant music and sumptuous hors d’ oeuvres and libations amidst the museum’s
enchanting poinsettia-laden courtyard and treasure-filled galleries. The event takes places from 7-9:30pm, with the
performance by A Far Cry in the Tapestry Room at 7:45pm. (Tickets: $125/museum members; available to non-
members with the purchase of a museum member ship. Advance reservations required by calling 617 391 3949; tickets
will not be sold at the door.)

NEW EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIP » SPR/ING 2010« This spring, A Far Cry will partner with the Gardner Museum’s
Education Department to create a new music education outreach initiative as part of the museum'’ s award-winning
School Partnership Program, which pairs Gardner Museum educators with students and teachers at neighboring
Boston city schools to enrich classroom learning and the development of critical thinking skills through the arts.
Musician/educators from A Far Cry will visit two second grade classes at alocal school for up to four sessions,
culminating in alive performance by the entire ensemble.

“As the museum’s newest chamber orchestrain residence, A Far Cry will work with students at two of the Gardner’'s
partner schools, helping them learn how to listen carefully to music — mirroring the way we help students look at art,”
says Peggy Burchenal, Esther Stiles Eastman Curator of Education and Public Programs at the Gardner Museum.
“1"m thrilled that this young group iswilling to share their enthusiasm with Boston students, offering new waysto
experience the connections between music and art at the Gardner.”

The program will integrate a new approach to music education inspired by Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS;
www.visualthinkingstrategies.org) the groundbreaking art education technique that is central to the museum'’s
educational philosophy. Embraced by museums and art educators throughout the country, particularly in recent years,
VTS continues to gain recognition nationwide for its value in empowering young people and adults to look and think
about art in new ways. In 2007, athree-year federally-funded Thinking Through Art study at the Gardner Museum
examined the relationship between learning to look at art and the development of critical thinking skillsin urban
elementary students. The study found that using multiple visitsand VTS resulted in statistically significant increasesin
the development and use of five of seven critical thinking skills used by students when looking at and talking about art.
More information about the study is available online at gardnermuseum.or g/education/gardner.html.

UPCOMING SUNDAY CONCERTS » 2010-2011 SEASON < A Far Cry will open the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum'’s
2010-2011 Sunday Concert Series and will present three additional performances over the course of the season. Further
information about the fall 2010 concert season will be available online in August 2010.

A LEGACY OF MUSIC, ARTISTS, & EDUCATION ¢ Injoining the Gardner Museum in this capacity, A Far Cry opens a
new chapter in the museum’s rich musical history, which dates back to January 1, 1903, when members of the Boston
Symphony orchestra performed a program of Bach, Mozart, Chausson, and Schumann as part of the museum’s opening
celebration. Today the Gardner islauded as “an invaluable chamber music destination” (The Boston Globe, December
2008), offering classical, jazz, and new music performances amid 15™-century Flemish tapestriesin the intimate 250-
seat Tapestry Room. Under the direction of Curator of Music Scott Nickrenz, the Gardner Museum’'s music program is
committed to celebrating emerging artists through Young Artist Showcase concerts; furthering Isabella Gardner’ s vision
of the integration of the arts through creating music programs with thematic links to exhibitions and the collection; and
making world-class classical music available and accessible to all through a free classical music podcast—The
Concert—and online music library.

Through its residency programs today, the Gardner Museum continues the legacy of support for individual artists and
community begun by its founder. |sabella Gardner supported emerging artists and musicians throughout Boston,
engaging with the community to encourage and support a broad appeal for the arts. She awarded a piano every year to



New England Conservatory student winners of an annual contest, presented concerts at the museum by aspiring
performers, facilitated an urban gardening beautification project, and invited young artists to explore and work at
Fenway Court.

ABOUT A FAR CRY * A COMMITMENT TO EDUCATION & COMMUNITY

Hailed by The Boston Globe as "one of Boston®most promising classical music groups,” the self-conducted chamber
orchestra A Far Cry explores the traditional boundaries of Western classical music, experimenting with the ways music
is prepared, performed, and experienced. Founded in 2007 as a tightly-knit collective of young professional Boston-
area string players, A Far Cry has since developed an innovative structure of rotating leadership, both on stage and
behind the scenes. This collaborative approach empowers the musician and aims to distill a valuable diversity of
opinion into a unified voice. In its short existence, A Far Cry has been embraced throughout the world with more than
100 performances across America, three albums, and nearly 100,000 views on Y ouTube.

A Far Cry®commitment to education and community is at the heart of its mission. By recently opening a public-
friendly rehearsal and office storefront in its home neighborhood of Jamaica Plain, the Criers arein the public eye
throughout the rehearsal and working process, and not just on the day of the concert. With this project, A Far Cry
hopes to underscore the artist®rel evance and ongoing importance to the community. In a partnership with the New
England Conservatory (NEC) since 2008, A Far Cry presents a series of concerts each year, regularly provides
speakers on entrepreneurship for Career Development Seminars, and collaborates closely with the NEC Preparatory
School.

Music DIRECTOR SCOTT NICKRENZ ¢ CEL EBRATING 20 YEARSAT THE GARDNER

Renowned violist Scott Nickrenz celebrates 20 years as Curator of Music at the Gardner Museum this season. During
his tenure, Nickrenz has taken the Gardner’s music programs to an unprecedented level of excellence, initiating a
number of exceptional music projects including the Museum’s Centennial Open Air concerts and Vivaldi in the
Courtyard, the ongoing Young Artists Showcase program, and the new Avant Gardner series. Nickrenz formerly served
as Director of Chamber Music at the Spoleto Festivalsin the USA and Italy; the Brooklyn Academy of Music; and the
New World Symphony, Miami Beach, Florida.

ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSEUM + 280 The Fenway Boston MA 02115 617 566 1401 www.gardnermuseum.org * Green
Line E train or #39 busto Museume Hours: Tue—Sun., 11 am—4:45 pme Tickets: $12 adults; $10 seniors; $5 students; FREE members,

children 18 & under, all named “ Isabella,” and everyone on their birthday « Modeled after a 15"-century Venetian palazzo
surrounding an interior courtyard garden, the century-old Gardner Museum houses one of the most remarkable art
collectionsin the world, featuring works by Rembrandt, Michelangelo, Raphael, Degas, and Sargent. Changing
exhibitions, the oldest museum music program in the country, evening events, and seasonal courtyard garden
displays enrich the collection and provide ongoing inspiration for all.

The Tapestry Room chairs are a gift from Charles O. Wood 111 and Miriam M. Wood. Artistic programming is made possible, in part, by
the Barbara Lee Program Fund. The Museum receives operating support from the Massachusetts Cultural Council.

T

MEDIA CONTACT: Brittany Duncan Publicist, Music & Public Programs p 617.278.5106 f 617.264.6096 bduncan@isgm.org

EbiTorRS NOTE: Music Director Scott Nickrenz, Curator of Education and Public Programs Peggy Burchenal, Director Anne Hawley,
and members of A Far Cry are available for interviews throughout the season. High-resolution images of the performers are also available
upon request through the press office. Press tickets to the December 5™ concert are available through the press office.



