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Zhang Peili, A Gust of Wind, 2008, 5 Channels Video Installation, 13'14". Courtesy of the artist. 

 
BOSTON, APRIL 14, 2009 – Join a conversation with one of China’s premier contemporary artists right here in Boston! 
Video artist and former Gardner Museum Artist-in-Residence Zhang Peili returns to the Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum on Thursday, Apr il 23rd at 6:30 PM to discuss the history and the future of video in China and preview 
some of his recent work.  Zhang will be joined by Jane Farver , Director of MIT’s List Visual Arts Center; Karen 
Oen of MIT’s PhD program; and Pieranna Cavalchini, Curator of Contemporary Art at the Gardner Museum. 
 
A pioneer in contemporary Chinese art, Zhang uses photography and video to examine the cultural norms and social 
values that shape attitudes of human behavior. He is known for his clean and incisive style and for work that often 
challenges contemporary Chinese social constraints while playfully targeting traditional authoritarian roles. In his 
2008 work, A Gust of Wind (shown above), Zhang built an indoor environment and then demolished it artificially. 
The exhibition was the ruin itself and the video process of making it. As part of the conversation at the Gardner, 
Zhang will discuss recent works like A Gust of Wind and their relationship to current trends in Chinese video art. 
 
Zhang lives and works in Hangzhou, China, where he is the Dean of the New Media Department at the Hangzhou 
China Academy of Fine Arts. One of the country's foremost video artists, his work has been shown throughout the 
world. In the United States, he has shown at the Museum of Modern Art in New York and is represented by the Tilton 
Gallery.  Zhang lived and worked at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum as an Artist-in-Residence in 2008. 
 
TICKETS: $7 General Public; $5 Seniors; $5 Members; FREE for College Students.  Conversation tickets include 
admission to the museum’s three floors of galleries, including the special exhibition gallery. 
 
Tickets may be purchased by phone through the museum’s box office at 617 278 5156 (open Tues.-Sun., 10am-4pm), 
online via www.gardnermuseum.org, or in person at the museum’s entrance at 280 The Fenway (Tues.-Sun., 11am-
4pm).  Additional information about museum events, including lectures, is available online and on our Event 
Information Line at 617 278 5102. 
 
CONTEMPORARY ART AT THE GARDNER: “ ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE”  PROGRAM • The Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum’s Artist-in-Residence program is unique among residency programs in its emphasis on the historic collection 
and the museum’s legacy as inspiration for new thinking.  Formed in 1992 by Anne Hawley, Norma Jean 
Calderwood Director of the Gardner Museum, and directed by Pieranna Cavalchini, Curator of Contemporary Art, 
the Artist-in-Residence program supports visiting artists’  needs for contemplation and an engaging environment.  The 
visiting artists live at and explore the Gardner and use these experiences to enrich their work.   
 
ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSEUM • 280 The Fenway  Boston MA 02115  617 566 1401 www.gardnermuseum.org • 
Tue.-Sun., 11 am-5 pm •  $12 adults; $10 seniors; $5 students; $2 discount w/ same day Museum of Fine Arts admission; 



FREE for members, children under 18, all named Isabella, and all on their birthday •  Modeled after a 15th-century 
Venetian palazzo surrounding an interior courtyard garden, the Gardner Museum houses a collection of fine art spanning 30 
centuries and featuring works by Titian, Rembrandt, Botticelli, and Sargent, as well as changing contemporary and historic 
exhibitions, courtyard displays, concerts, lectures, and special events. 
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Br ittany Duncan Publicist p 617 278 5106 bduncan@isgm.org • Kather ine Armstrong PR Director p 617 278 5107 
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